
ARB Minutes 1 January 17, 2018 

Minutes 

Architectural Review Board  

Village /Town of Mount Kisco  

Wednesday, January 17, 2018 

7:30 pm 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 PM, Wednesday, January 17, 2018 at the Municipal 

Building, Mount Kisco, New York by Chairwoman Eisenberg.   

 

Members Present:  Chairwoman Andrea Eisenberg 

    Josh Heinz  

    Heather Kornreich 

    Daniel Loughney 

    

Members Absent:             Tatiana Olferiev 

 

Staff Present:  Patti Tipa, Board Secretary 

     

Staff Absent:  Peter Miley, Building Inspector 

 

Returning Cases: 

 

1. Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Gochuico  Case EARB17017 

15 Valley View Terrace   Addition/alteration 

Mount Kisco, NY  10549   single family residence 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg called 15 Valley View Terrace.  Mr. Dennis Gochuico, homeowner, appeared 

before the Board.   

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg said she sees that Mr. Gochuico brought material samples to show the 

Board.  She asked if there were any changes to the drawings.  Mr. Gochuico said nothing on the 

drawings has changed.  He said he had an explanation about the roofline.  He pointed out on the 

left side of the front elevation, the roof begins just above the garage.  On the right side it begins 

above the second story, which is how the roof ended up higher on the left side than the right side.  

He said there was a very lengthy discussion about the roof line differences at the last meeting.  

Dan Loughney asked if Mr. Gochuico was referring to the bottom edges of the roof.  Mr. Gochuico 

said yes.  Dan Loughney said that he and Heather Kornreich were asking about the top edgeline of 

the roof.  Mr. Gochuico said it has to do with the geometry of the roof as to how it worked out.  He 

said it was not a conscious decision to make them different.  He said when his architect plotted out 

the roof, because of where the center of the house is and where the roof begins in the front, it 

came up at different angles.  Dan Loughney said he understands the different angles but he doesn’t 

understand why the angles terminated at different elevations because it does appear that the left 

side of the house will be taller than the right side and that is because of the position of the garage.  

Mr. Gochuico said yes. 

 

Josh Heinz said the pitches are the roof are also asymmetrical.  They are not the same.  He said if 

the pitch of the roof was the same and it happened to be lower because of something to do with 

the ceiling heights inside then that would make sense.  Josh Heinz said, however, it doesn’t look 

like that is at all the case.  He said if you were to change the pitch or essentially, raise those 

rafters, you could line that ridge line and make it symmetrical on both sides.  He said a 

combination of both would do it fairly simply.  He said if the pitch were symmetrical and it looked 

like this then you would be weighing out do you want symmetry in pitch of roof or do you want 

symmetry in ridgeline.  Josh Heinz said it could be changed to raise it up quite simply. 
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Chairwoman Eisenberg asked what’s the difference in height from the peak.  Josh Heinz said it is 

probably about 2 feet.  Heather Kornreich pointed out on a different elevation, there is an amount 

of roof above the drawing.  Mr. Gochuico pointed out the area she is talking about is the peak.  

Josh Heinz said if the pitches were closer, it would pull the ridgeline up a little bit.  He said there is 

a 4 pitch on the chimney side and closer to a 10/12 pitch on the other side.  Mr. Gochuico said the 

full pitch is not visible on the right side elevation because of the dormer section.  He pointed out 

that part of the roofline will not be visible on the side.  Josh Heinz said if the pitch was increased on 

the other side, the chimney would have to be raised another 4 feet if you raised the roof the two 

feet so that the chimney was two feet above that.  Heather Kornreich said we would have to see 

how that looks but that seems like a solution that would make the two sides even.  Dan Loughney 

pointed out that the two roof pitches are different.  Josh Heinz said if you raised the roofline to 

match, the pitches would still be different.  You’re still dealing with a 12/12 1 pitch and go up to a 

5/12 maybe.  Chairwoman Eisenberg explained that what the Board may be wrestling with is if this 

wasn’t done intentionally by design because you want it just that way, why not just make it so it’s 

all plumb and even and level.  Mr. Gochuico said that would buy him a little more ceiling space in 

the bedroom probably. Chairwoman Eisenberg said the Board is not dictating it, but rather 

wondering about it.  She said if you said that my wife and I love it so much because we saw it and 

we feel it and it’s us… but if it’s not, you’re making a very dramatic change to that street.  She said 

and the house across the way, the little colonial farm house is so symmetrical.  Mr. Gochuico said 

that house is right around the corner on Barker Street.  Chairwoman Eisenberg said it has such a 

symmetrical look to it and I’m just think why would you create something that is so jarring.  Dan 

Loughney said it would be unique.  Chairwoman Eisenberg added on a street where you don’t have 

much uniqueness.  Heather Kornreich said it is already unique but because they are so close, it 

looks like an error.  Mr. Gochuico said the other thing is we have a large tree in front of the house 

right now, that hopefully survives, which is pretty much center of the house.  He said he’s not sure 

if that difference would be visible. 

 

Josh Heinz asked what is inside the room on the chimney end.  Mr. Gochuico said that room is 

going to be a master bedroom.  Dan Loughney asked if the space is going to be vaulted or will 

there be attic space.  Mr. Gochuico said it’s going to be raised, not vaulted.  Josh Heinz asked if it 

was going to be like a trey ceiling.  Mr. Gochuico said yes.  Josh Heinz said you would definitely 

increase room above it so if you had attic space, you would have more. If you had a trey ceiling, 

you wouldn’t be limited in that sense.  He said it’s obviously Mr. Gochuico’s decision.  Dan 

Loughney said if it was him and the left side is dictating certain elements of the house, he would 

actually make the right side agree with those elements to keep it consistent.  Chairwoman 

Eisenberg asked Mr. Gochuico what he thought.  He said he thought that while it may not affect 

him and how he views the house, certainly somebody coming around 20 years from now, it might, 

when that tree is not there.  He said he could have that adjusted so there is symmetry to the 

house.  Chairwoman Eisenberg said she would make a note that the roofline will match and raise 

the chimney.  Mr. Gochuico said he would work with the architect on that. 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg asked Mr. Gochuico to show the Board the materials he brought.  Mr. 

Gochuico showed the Board a red brick, which they will match the existing brick of the chimney.  

He said the plan is for a black metal roof.  He said they didn’t send him a color sample but two 

different types of standing seams.  He said he would prefer to use the narrow channel for the 

standing seam.  He said the roof finish would be shiny.  Heather Kornreich said she would like to 

see the actual color so they could see what it is going to actually look like. Dan Loughney asked 

what the other colors of the materials would be.  He said there are different kinds of siding. He 

asked if the first floor would be one color, the second floor is different and a third color for another 

area.  Mr. Gochuico said he didn’t remember what he wrote.  Dan Loughney said he could imagine 

the black but he would like to see the colors with the black.  Mr. Gochuico said the manufacturer 

was supposed to send a color sample if not the actual sample.  Josh Heinz asked who was the 
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manufacturer.  Mr. Gochuico said it was MS Metal Sales Manufacturing Corporation is who sent him 

the sample.   Dan Loughney asked what color Mr. Gochuico was planning for the house.  Mr. 

Gochuico said he believed the horizontal siding would be gray and the vertical board and batten 

cement board are white.  Chairwoman Eisenberg asked which are the two grays.  Mr. Gochuico said 

he was hoping for the darker.  He showed the Board the decking material.  Heather Kornreich 

asked if the dark gray would be on the bottom level or the top level.   Patti Tipa said according to 

the application, the verticals are white and the horizontals are gray.  Josh Heinz said the verticals 

are actually board and batten, which actually has a raised batten.  Chairwoman Eisenberg checked 

the samples and the color is called “Night gray”. 

 

Heather Kornreich asked what was the materials of the horizontals.  Mr. Gochuico said it is the 

same material but he may have written it up as two different grays.  Heather Kornreich pointed to 

the horizontals that are much thinner.  She asked if it was going to look like that.  Josh Heinz said 

it looks like the lower level is an 8” exposure and the thinner horizontals are a 4” or less potentially 

for a clap board.  He added the board and batten is wide.  He said his question is it is actually 

board and batten or is it flat with a strip that is narrower.  Dan Loughney asked if the two areas 

that are gray going to be different grays.  Patti Tipa said the application does not indicate two 

different grays.  Dan Loughney said then the whole house is going to be a dark gray across and 

pointed out where it would be white and the roofline is a shiny, deep black.  Heather Kornreich 

asked if it going to differentiated by scale.  Is there going to be some visual contrast between the 

two different horizontals.  Mr. Gochuico said there would be a differentiation.   

 

Dan Loughney asked if the skylights were clear or colored.  Mr. Gochuico said they were on the 

rear of the house but he believes they are clear because that will be his wife’s work area.  Josh 

Heinz asked as far as maintenance, is there any reason why they would want to go with a shiny 

metal like a gloss.  He said like any gloss finish, it’s tough to keep nice, especially black.  He said 

that big tree is going to have pollen and it’s going to stick out.  Josh Heinz said it might be 

beneficial to go with a matte finish for ease of care or having things show up.  He added even 

dents.  Metal roofs, over time, will get dents and you will see a dent in a shiny metal roof easier 

than with a matte finish.  Josh Heinz said he is on roofs every day and he spends a lot of time on 

metal roofs doing solar and he makes sure his guys don’t hurt them.  Chairwoman Eisenberg asked 

if Mr. Gochuico has to know now what the finish is going to be.  Patti Tipa said if it is still 

questionable, he may want to hold off and actually see the roofline change.  Heather Kornreich said 

she is interested in seeing how the seams from the standing seam roof how they look with the lines 

of the board and batten on the front.  She said it’s hard to imagine.  She said it would be really 

great to see a rendering of the materials and how they are going to look.  Josh Heinz said 

realistically if you have a lighter gray or white with a black roof, the black seams will almost 

disappear because it’s just black on black on black.  Mr. Gochuico said the roof would be black 

panels with the piece of black metal connecting them.  Patti Tipa pointed out that the submitted 

rendering shows asphalt roof shingles as opposed to a standing seam roof so visually the rendering 

looks more traditional.  She add that Heather’s point being with the vertical lines of the siding 

against the vertical lines on the room, seeing it depicted in the rendering how it’s going to look 

would be more helpful because it’s not going to look like this.  Josh Heinz added a color rendering 

of black standing seam roof, matte, those seams and lines will just disappear.  Chairwoman 

Eisenberg said that would be enormously helpful.  Josh Heinz said if you have the black roof 

against the white below it will be a lot easier to see.   

 

Dan Loughney said what the Board is coming to is that what we’re seeing here, trying to imagine 

the final house, it is going to look quite different than it is on the rendering.  He pointed out 

another shingled area.  He said it is going to look different than what is it rendered on paper and 

even for the homeowners, it would be more helpful to see what it’s really going to look like and you 

may want to tweak some of your colors once you do see it.  Dan Loughney said the other thing he 

would suggest is that it really looks like you have one type of material in one locations, a second 
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type of material on the second level.  He said he thinks that it helps with the design but Mr. 

Gochuico is saying it’s not going to look like that.  It’s going to be a single consistent material first 

and second floor.  Josh Heinz asked if it was a consistent material with different exposure height; 

first floor exposure is a full six, second floor exposure is like a 3 or a 4 inch on the clapboard.  Patti 

Tipa said for approval purposes, what the Board approves has to be documented because when it 

comes down to the project being finished and you want to get a Certificate of Occupancy, if the 

finished product doesn’t match the approved design, you will have to come back to the Board.  She 

said since there are so many questions on this that it’s a much more solid, this is absolutely what 

it’s going to look like so that the Board is comfortable with it because they are responsible for how 

it fits in the neighborhood.  If there are so many questions, it really needs another rendering that 

depicts that way it’s going to look like, the way you want it to look so it’s clear for everybody. 

Chairwoman Eisenberg added including the colors.  Patti Tipa said she doesn’t think the Board 

members are comfortable because they can’t see it completely.  Heather Kornreich said it is not a 

straight forward house; it’s complicated.  There are different aspects.  She said it’s hard to use our 

imagination especially if the visual contrast depicted here – it may not be that way.   

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg said you brought stuff with you but the Board will want to see you again.  

Mr. Gochuico asked if he would have to bring the window again. Chairwoman Eisenberg said since 

the materials are here, the Board should take a look at what you have so you don’t have to carry it 

with you again.  She said let’s go through the materials in case there are comments and if not, 

then it’s done.  Mr. Gochuico said the windows are primarily double-hung windows.  There are few 

casements that are on the back of the house.  He said they are black clad and added that this was 

the finish that he would want on the roof.  He asked the Board if they considered that shiny or 

matte.  John Heinz said it is right in the middle.  Heather Kornreich asked if the trim around the 

window would be black or white, the actual wood trim in between the windows themselves and the 

sash.  Mr. Gochuico said he believes that would be white.   

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg said we have to make progress for everyone’s sake, so when Mr. Gochuico 

comes back with colors, the Board may ask these specific questions.  She said the last thing the 

Board wants to do is frustrate you.  She said she thinks the Board should get all of their questions 

out so Mr. Gochuico can come back and know what he needs to know.  Heather Kornreich asked if 

Mr. Gochuico’s architect could come to the next meeting so the Board could ask these questions 

directly.  Mr. Gochuico said this is why he asked in his email to Patti Tipa if he needed a new 

rendering, if there was anything else that was needed.  Patti Tipa responded that the discussion 

that she had with Mr. Gochuico was were you making any changes to the drawings and he said no.  

There were no changes to the drawing so there was nothing else to bring.  She explained that she 

does not speak for the Board.  The questions that the Board had were not addressed.  She said Mr. 

Gochuico did in the sense that he brought back the best answer that his architect gave him.  She 

said she was not questioning that.  But based on what was asked, because there were no changes 

to the drawings, Mr. Gochuico was only going to bring materials to the meeting.  The Board has 

more questions because their questions were not answered.  She said that she could not address 

that in advance because she is not having that discussion aside from Mr. Gochuico with the Board. 

 

Heather Kornreich said there is a lot of things that the Board doesn’t know.  The window trim is it 

wood, what is the material that goes around the outside of the window.  Josh Heinz asked if the 

trim around the window a composite material, or cement board or azak or a PVC composite.  He 

said since the architect is spec-ing cement board as siding, he assumes that you wouldn’t put wood 

around the windows.  But the black windows are a prominent feature to the home so the trim 

around it will make a difference.   He said this is unique.  To know what the trim is will help the 

Board to understand a lot of the rest of the trim.  Where the trim intersects from window to the 

frieze board underneath the eaves of the roof – that color. Is that color going to be white or a 

continuation of the siding color?  And then up against the black border of the roof.  Those kind of 

things.  There is a lot of visual contrast from one thing to the rest.  
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Josh Heinz said a color rendering would answer probably 95% of the Board’s questions, with 

obviously the roof drawn in.  He asked if the gutters and leader drains – what are the materials 

and color.  Heather Kornreich said there are none drawn.  Mr. Gochuico said there was no 

discussion on that.  He said he believes they would be aluminum to blend in with the house.  He 

said they are not prominent features of the house.  They are going to want to hide them.  Josh 

Heinz said with a black roof, they very well could be.  A white standard K profile gutter up against a 

black roof, if the trim is gray, it would make a difference.  With a gray scale, everything is going to 

contrast the next thing.  So knowing what the gutter color would be would help. 

 

Heather Kornreich asked if Mr. Gochuico has seen the cast concrete siding in the smaller scale or 

does it all come in the larger scale.  Mr. Gochuico said he has only seen the samples that he 

brought.  Josh Heinz said he has seen it in the smaller scale.  Dan Loughney said in reference to 

the rendering, this rendering makes it appear different but Mr. Gochuico said it’s not going to be 

different.  It’s going to be the same color and consistency all the way up.  He said if we are writing 

down questions, this is one of the questions, is the siding going to be visually different. Dan 

Loughney added the Board is looking to know what the material is going to be in the black windows 

because the rendering makes it look white.   Heather Kornreich asked if the bay window would 

have the same material.  Josh Heinz said he assumed the bay window was existing and going to 

remain.  Mr. Gochuico said the bay window is existing but will be replaced.  The side windows will 

be replaced.  Dan Loughney pointed out the windows are 6 panes on top and one on the bottom.  

He asked if the rest of the windows are going to black frame windows, even if they don’t have the 

divided lights.  Mr. Gochuico said all of the windows are going to be black.   Dan Loughney asked 

regardless of the size or shape, the windows are going to black and the skylights as well.  Mr. 

Gochuico said yes.   

 

Heather Kornreich asked about the doors and the garage doors.  Josh Heinz said if Mr. Gochuico 

has doors selected, a cut sheet would be helpful. Mr. Gochuico said they don’t have doors selected.   

Dan Loughney said ideally the door color would match the other white color material.  You wouldn’t 

want different shades of white.  He added the benefit of drawing the actual roof on the rendering, it 

will be easier to see all of the different vertical lines and how they work together on all of the 

different elevations.  He said the rendering will answer all of those questions.  Josh Heinz pointed 

out there is a long straight slope from the roof ridge to the garage.  He said Mr. Gochuico is 

definitely going to want snow protection, some kind of rail system, so snow doesn’t come crashing 

down because it would cave in your car.  Josh Heinz said there are a lot of different types of snow 

protection you could use.  Mr. Gochuico said he knew somebody who had her car destroyed from 

snow coming off the roof. 

 

Mr. Gochuico showed the top surface material for the front stoop.  He said there will be bushes in 

front of the stoop so he will probably do some sort of stucco finish over the block.  Josh Heinz 

asked if there would be bluestone treads as well.  Mr. Gochuico said yes.  Dan Loughney asked if 

the new step was intentionally smaller than the original.  Mr. Gochuico said it is actually going to 

be extended.  This would be an elevated patio.  Dan Loughney said it appears smaller.  Mr. 

Gochuico said it was originally drawn smaller and there was a lengthy discussion regarding that.  

Dan Loughney said the plan should be updated to show what it is actually going to look like.  Josh 

Heinz asked if the whole thing is going to be paved in the blue stone.  Mr. Gochuico said it was and 

the whole thing is going to be behind bushes.  Josh Heinz it appears that not much of the patio will 

be visible as it is close to grade. 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg asked if the doors are black or white.  Mr. Gochuico said the doors will be 

black.  Chairwoman Eisenberg asked what the garage door would be.  Mr. Gochuico said the garage 

door would also be black.  Heather Kornreich pointed out brackets that appear to have siding on 

them.  She asked if that was Mr. Gochuico’s intention or would they be similar to the trim.  She 
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pointed out the lines going through the brackets.  Mr. Gochuico said he wasn’t sure if the lines 

going through were necessary intentional.  Heather Kornreich said on the side elevation it looks like 

it just sticks out.  It doesn’t look like a separate feature.  She said she is curious how that is going 

to look.  She said the one above the garage looks thinner than the other three brackets.  Mr. 

Gochuico said that may be structural because it extends out in the front.  It may be bulkier by 

necessity.  Heather Kornreich said that is another question when the architect does the rendering.  

What are those going to look like?  She said it is very interesting and is going to look great 

eventually.  Chairwoman Eisenberg asked if the diamond shaped window is also black.  Mr. 

Gochuico said yes, all of the windows are planned to be black.  Josh Heinz asked if that window 

was in the attic.  Mr. Gochuico said on the front, no.  It is going to be a vaulted ceiling in that 

room.  Josh Heinz asked if that would go all the way through.  Mr. Gochuico said no, the front half 

of the house would have the vaulted ceiling.  The back half would have attic.  Chairwoman 

Eisenberg asked if the window was wood or metal.  Mr. Gochuico said it is wood with aluminum 

cladding. 

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg asked if there was anything that Mr. Gochuico brought with him.  He said 

the Board asked about the deck in the back.  He showed the Trex material for the deck.  Dan 

Loughney asked if he was doing Trex rails as well.  Mr. Gochuico said they are trying to stay away 

from rails.  If they need to bring in fill to keep the deck below 30 inches.   

 

Chairwoman Eisenberg asked Mr. Gochuico if there was anything he was wondering about.  Mr. 

Gochuico said obviously the Board wants to see the symmetry of the house and a color rendering 

with the different roof.  He asked if there is anything else in the design now that may prevent an 

approval other than sorting out the materials.  He asked if anything was non-negotiable that needs 

to be changed in the plan.  Chairwoman Eisenberg said the color rendering should show what the 

roof is going to look like.  She said not just color on this rendering but a color rendering of the 

house as it will be with the vertical lines.  Dan Loughney said it answers the questions what does it 

really, really look like – black doors, the color of the siding, trim.  Josh Heinz said most renderings 

don’t include the gutters.  He said he would highly suggest bringing the architect to answer 

questions about the design.  If he could tell us the profile of the gutter.  Josh Heinz said there will 

be plumbing stacks through the metal roof.  It will be helpful to know where they are going to be 

located and if in the front, how is the architect going to penetrate the roof.   

 

This project will be returning. 

 

Minutes: 

 

November 15, 2017 

 

Dan Loughney made a motion to approve the minutes of November 15, 2017.  Andrea 

Eisenberg seconded the motion.  All ayes. Josh Heinz abstained as he was not in 

attendance at this meeting. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Andrea Eisenberg, Chairwoman 

 

/pat 


